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Content: The most advanced technologies are a bit like magic and therefore do not conform to
the idea of modern science."is this a lifeless machine or a sentient being? is this a real human or
actually a soulless robot?" This kind of uncanniness was identified by Freud. And modern design
should take care to minimize and not maximize this impression of uncanniness.

About the author: Alfred Nordmann is Professor of the History and Philosophy of Science and of
Technoscience at Tech-nische Universitat Darmstadt in Germany. He is interested in the different
ways in which scientific knowledge is produced: How do researchers pick their objects of
research, how do they validate their findings, what is the role of technology, how do vlues enter
into research projects ? Among his publications is a German-language Introduction to the
Philosophy of Technology and an English-language Introduction to Ludwig Wittgenstein’s
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus(Cambridge Univ Press). He is editor of the book-series History and

Philosophy of Technoscience (Routledge).
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